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he expressed by many moving parables, especially that of the prodigal son,
where he paints his mercy in the strongest colouring by the manner in
which he represents the good old father receiving him upon his return.
From the time of his going astray the tender parent never allowed himself
any respite in his tears, inquiries, and search: at length, from an eminence
on which he looked about on every side, still hoping he should one day
see him return, he descried him at a distance.   He saw only a disfigured,
languishing, and frightful spectre; the wretched remains of a debauchee
and rake worn out by riots and revellings: his features horrid and defaced,
his body resembling a walking skeleton, but half covered with a few filthy
rags.   Yet, under this disguise, his eye, directed by love, discovered him
at a great distance, and before any other could see him, knew that it was
his son.    Far from being disgusted at such a spectacle, he ran to meet
him, affection giving vigour to his enfeebled age.    He remembered no
longer his past behaviour, but rushing to his embraces, kissed him, and
bathed his head and face with floods of tears which joy drew from his
eyes, and which he mingled with the tears of sincere grief and affection
which the penitent son abundantly poured forth.   The good father wiped
them off his face, prevented his confusion, restored him to his former rank,
called for, and gave him the best robe, a ring upon his finger (a symbol
of dignity), and shoes on his feet.   He, moreover, ordered a fatted calf to
be forthwith killed, and gave a splendid entertainment with music, inviting
all to rejoice with him and make merry, because his son, whom he lamented
as dead, was come to life again, and he that had been lost was found.
If the birth of this son, when he was first brought into life, had been to
him a subject of great joy, how much more reason had he to rejoice,
seeing him now restored by a second birth, so much the more joyful, as
it wiped away his tears and changed his grievous sorrow into comfort?
Thus doth our loving God and Redeemer receive the penitent sinner;
thus is there joy in heaven upon one sinner that doth penance.    The
Holy Ghost clothes him with the robes of sanctifying grace, puts a ring
on his hand, the emblem of his divine gifts, and gives shoes to his feet,
that is, fortifies him with strength to tread on the venomous aspic and
basilisk, and to trample upon the raging lion and dragon.

The Pharisee who had invited Jesus to his table was shocked to see
an infamous sinner, well known in that city, admitted by our Lord to
stand at his feet, and secretly said within himself, that He could not be
a prophet, or know that she was a scandalous person. To inculcate our
strict obligation of shunning bad company, God commanded all intimacy
with public sinners to be avoided, lest the sound should be infected by
the contagion of their vices. The haughty Pharisees construed this law
according to the false maxims of their pride, as if it were a part of virtue
to despise sinners, and as if that respect and charity which we owe to all